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NEW SECTION

WAC 458-17-101  Assessment and Taxation of Ships and Vessels

(1)  Introduction.  This rule explains the application of the personal property tax to ships
and vessels.  Ships and vessels that are not subject to the excise tax imposed by chapter 82.49
RCW are either subject to the state property tax levy or are completely exempt from both the
property tax and the excise tax.  This rule covers only those ships and vessels subject to the
property tax.  See chapter 308-93 WAC for information regarding ships and vessels subject to the
excise tax, which is administered by the Department of Licensing.

(2)  Which ships and vessels are subject to property taxation?  Under RCW
84.36.080, a ship or vessel is subject to the state portion of the property tax if the ship or vessel is:

(a)  Used exclusively for commercial fishing purposes; or 
(b)  Primarily engaged in commerce and has or is required to have a valid marine

document as a vessel of the United States.
Accordingly, such a ship or vessel is subject to assessment by the department of revenue

for that portion of the property tax levied by the state for state purposes.
(3)  Which ships and vessels are exempt from property taxation?  The following are

exempt from all property taxation, including the state levy:
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